
MAY 2013 www.hifinews.co.uk

& Record Review

.Ha«frV:«k
Exclusive: 30th l'< ; ' ! I , rsary system unveiled

sceviewoNDeR
A: kM:£

fe tmi

ptjust
•viving

HFN visits AIR
Studios, pl6
Kudos
Cardea Super 20
floorstam

NagraVPS
Luxury phono stage

\

m

M :;-■/"

\
■

,,:»

STEVIE WONDER
TALKING BOOK

Audio; esearch
'disc player

>L)JJ]Jl3 ctamps
: Six integrated

rom £650-£1250

'earning stereoSXlOOO media player

#

'A private pleasure'
Vintage review, pll4

• PLUS 19 pages of music reviews and features • VINYL RE-RELEASE Fleetwood Mac's Rumours LP uke .̂oo us $9.99 Aus $9.95
• OPINION 11 pages of letters and comment • VINTAGE REVIEW Rogers Cadet III two-box amplifier
• AUDIO MILESTONE The Nytech CTA 252 receiver«READERS' CLASSIFIEDS Hi-fi bargains galore 9II77147 2

robfolpro
Typewritten Text
Robert Follis Associates Limited - Hi-Fi News May13

robfolpro
Typewritten Text



GROUP TEST

Arcam FMJ A19 hi-finews
HIGHLY
COMMENDED

It is 30 years since Arcam

launched its first 'affordable'
integrated, and now up pops
the new FMJ A19. And what

a refined design it is, too. This
amplifier lacks the chintz of some of
the others here, but gives little away
in terms of build quality, despite its
relatively low price.

Central to the user experience
is its green alphanumeric display,
which obligingly tells you the
source and volume selected,
and shows status messages (eg,
when headphones are plugged
in). The volume control and other
switchgear work very smoothly and
there's a degree of intelligence built
in - it will automatically power down
after a user-selectable period of non-
use, for example.

It can't quite match the Pioneer,
NAD or Creek in the feature stakes
but is the equal of the others here,
with a standard MM phono input
which can be repurposed as a line
input. There's a preamp output for
bi-amping, something Arcam is a
great believer in. Under the hood,
this Class A/B design is tidily laid out
with a decent sized toroidal power
transformer. With a finely finished,
non-resonant case, the amp weighs
in at 8.5kg. Overall, it feels classy for
what is essentially a budget product.

© CUTS TO THE CHASE
With Arcam amplifiers, excuses
have sometimes had to be made
regarding dynamics and rhythm -
but not this one. Indeed, the FMJ
A19 proved something of an ear-
opener in the way it was able to cut
to the musical chase.

Allied to this is a satisfying tonal
warmth, generous bass and an
expansive soundstage that was
totally unexpected at the price. For
example, Dire Straits' 'Lady Writer'

came over with a tremendous sense
of urgency, the Arcam ramming the
rhythmic point home with some deft
handling of the bass guitar and snare
work. Yet it was smooth too, making
Knopfler's slightly smoky, coarse
voice sound like he'd been on the
Bailey's Irish Cream.

It wasn't all fast and furious
however: although this amp got into
the groove better than most in the
group it still had the subtlety and
insight to give the recorded acoustic
a fine sense of shape. 'No More I
Love You's' saw the FMJ A19 set up
a vast soundstage from which large
amounts of information flowed out.
And as the volume went up, the amp
kept its shirt on - never showing any
sign of dynamic distress.

Although not quite the most
detailed, atmospheric or neutral
competitor here - and blessed
with a bass that may be too fruity
for some - this amplifier proved
unexpectedly effective at getting
into the swing of things and really
rocking out. Indeed, like a drunken
uncle at a wedding, it almost
seemed to be enjoying life more
than perhaps it should!

Detail freaks and neutrality
seekers may baulk at such licentious
behaviour, but music lovers won't.
It's a great performer at the price.

Sound Quality: 80%
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ABOVE: Seven RCA line inputs are offered, and one can be switched to MM phono
operation. A power socket for Arcam r- widgets is fitted, plus pre out for bi-amping

ABOVE: Fluorescent display shows source selected and gain
level. Volume knob works smoothly and buttons are tactile.
There are 3.5mm jack line-in and headphone fascia sockets

HI-FI NEWS LAB REPORT
Our most affordable amplifier in this month's test is arguably the
'cleanest'. The dynamic power profiles [see Graph below] not
only illustrate its 75W, 135Wand 180W headroom for musical
peaks but also clearly show the very low levels of distortion
enjoyed over 95% of its dynamic range. Figures vary from as little
as 0.0009-0.0014% from 1Wto its rated 50W through bass and
midrange, increasing to 0.016% at high frequencies. The A19's
A-wtd S/N ratio is also very wide indeed - a full 92dB (re. OdBW)
or some 20dB wider than the Peachtree. What passes through
this wide open window is another matter, of course. Arcam has
engineered a relatively steep high treble roll-off to reduce the
impact of ultrasonic noise from digital sources, amounting to
-0.4dB/20kHz down to -11.7dB/100kHz into 8ohm. The output
impedance is a moderate 0.07ohm, increasing to 0.145ohm at
20kHz, so the system response shouldn't vary overmuch. Stereo
separation is good to 75dB through bass and midrange. PM
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ABOVE: Dynamic power output versus distortion into 8ohm
(black trace), 4ohm (red), 2ohm (blue) and lohm loads (green)

Power output (<1% THD, 8/4ohm) 64W/ 100W

Dynamic power (<1%THD. 8/4/2/lohm) 77W / 135W/ 178W/ 30W

Output impedance (20Hz-20kHz) 0.065-0.14ohm

Frequency response (20H2-100kHz) -0.24dBto- l l .7dB

Input sensitivity (for 0dBW/50W) 32mV/ 223mV

A-wtd S/N ratio (re. 0dBW/50W) 91.8dB/ 108.8dB

Distortion (20Hz-20kHz. 10W/8ohm) 0.0009-0.016%

Power consumption (Idle/Rated o/p) 19W/ 190W

Dimensions (WHD) 430x70x283mm
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